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SPECIFIC GRAVITY: The ratio of the weizht of a mineral to the weight of

B, an equal volume of water,
521‘ B Represantative Minerals
1-2 ‘Borax and most water-soluble minerals.

2 - 2} Sulfur, graphite, opal, gypsum, most zeolites, soft minerals.
2% - 3  Quartz, feldspars, tale, beryl, calecite, aragonite,'micas.

‘3 =« 3} Fluorite, apatites, epidote, tourmalines, pyroxenes, amnhiboles.
: mnny phosphates and sillcates. .

Garnets, topaz, diamond, siderite, sphalerite, many silicates.

Corundum, rutile, barite, goethite, éhalcopyrite.

Al

Pyrite, magnetite, hematits, heavy metal oxides, sulfidesg sulfosalts.
Wulfenite, vanadinite, mimetite, uraninite,

L
b - b}
h% -‘5 . Marcasite, molybdenite, covellite, other sulfides and sulfosalts.
6
7
8  Galena, pyromorphite.
8

‘Native metals.

Hineralé of non- metallic luster are generally less than 4%, those
over 4% have metallic, submetallic, or adamantine luster,

TESTS FOR_SPECTFIC GRAVITY.

WEIGHING METHODS: The weight of the mineral and the weizht or ‘volume of the
water which it displaces are obtained.
Beam Balance. The specimen 1s weighed in ar, then suspended in water from the
balance beam and reweighed., The difference in welght 1is equivalent to the
volume of water displaced. .

Jolly Balance. The relative welghts of the specimen in air and in water are ob-
tained by suspending the swecimen from a spring and measuring the vertical dis-
placementproduced in each case. : '

Ezgnometer. Using a specially designed bottle, which assures a reproducible
capacity of water, the weight of the mineral and the weight of water displaced
by it are ootained through a series of weighings. (Useful for small specimens,
fragments, powdsrs, and sands),

Liquid Disvlacemant. The specimen is welghed, then placed in a graduated cyl—
4nder partially filled to azknown volume. The increase in volume of water is
equivalent to the volume of the mineral. (Useful mostly for larger specimens.)
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HEAVY LIQUIDS: A wineral will float on the surface of a liquid heavier
than itself, sink in a lighter one, and be suspended bensath the surface
of a liquid of identical gravitv.

Method of Matching Liguids. The mineral is placed in a liquid eon which it
floats, and a lighter miscible liquid added until the svecimen just starts
to sink. The specific gravity of the resulting matching liquid mixture is
then obtained either by weighing a known volume, by using a Westohal or
specific gravity balance, by use of solids of known gravity, or by measur-
ing the refractive index, which changes in provortim to the relative vol-
umes of the two liquids. If a known volume of the heavier liquld is used,
and the volume of the added liquid is accuratelylmeasured, the svecific
gravity may be calculated or-read from a vrepared chart.

- 8ink-Float Method, The specimen 15 vplaced in a liquid of known svecifie

gravity and its action observed. If 4t floats, it is then placed in suec-
cessively lighter liquids until it sinks; if it sinks, it is placed in
successively hoavier liquids until it floats. The specific gravity then
lies between that of the I1iquld in which it sinks, and that of the liquid
in which it floats.

USEFUL LIQUIDS.There are two general classes of liquids which are commonly
used in estimating the specific gravity of minerals:

1. Clerici Solution or TMF is a water solution containineg thallium malonate
and thallium formate, two salts of high specific gravity. The highest
practical gravity obtainable is about 4.2, which may be diluted with water
to any desired lower value. Above 4.2 the liquid becomes syrupy and tends
to crystallize out of solution. Although Tf may be used in the matching
liquid method, the sink-float method 1s to be preferred. . Thallium salts
are toxic, and this method keeps handling to a minimum. A set of liquids
of small volume diluted with water to produce a range of 2.0 to 4.0, in
increments of 0.2 is recommended. Few minerals have a gravity of less than
2, and of these most are water-soluble, and thus could not be measursad.
Specimen chivs may te handled wlth tweezers to prevent contact of the fin-
goers with the liquids. Chips may often be obtained even from thumbnall or
micro specimens with 1ittle damage to the parent specimen and observed
under magnification.

2. Organic Liquids have often been used in the study of minerals. These

“4nclude methylene 41odide with a gravity of 3.32, Acetylene tetrabromide (or

s~tetrabromoethane) 2.96, and bromoform 2.89., They are usually diluted
with acetone or alcohol to produce solutions of lower gravity, however
the specific gravity of solutions 30 prepared will change fairly ranidly

‘due to the volatility of the solvents. They should be handled carefully

and with good ventilation, as they are also toxic, and the lighter solvents
usad for dilution may prasent a fire hazard. Organic liquids would be
the method of cholce where water-soluble mlnerals are being examined.
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