i

A -=-\...

FOREWORD

The Middlstown Fegmatite Dlatriet, centorsd at
Middle Haddam, lles within the Eaatern Hipghland
Reglon of Connestient on both sldes of tha Con-
nectleut River, In Hartford and Middlesex
Countlea roughly from Glaatonbury asouth to Emat
Haddam and {rom East Hampton west to Middlstown
thia area conkalns dozena of quarries, mines
and yroaspacta which have preduced beryl, feld-
spar, mica and other minersls in commarcial

,quantities.

The inastructions are orlented to entering the
area from the north vla Routea 2-17 st Exit B8
on Houte 15, the Wllbur Cross Highway, Jjust be-
Tfore the Chartar Oak Brldge in Hortford. The
lecations are arranged as nearly as possible in
an orderly sequence from Glastonbury south to
Fertland, Cobalt, Haddam Neck and East Hampton,
eroasing the Connecticut River at Esst Haddam
and procesding nerth on old Route 9 bhrough
Haddem to Middletown, agaln crosasing the Hiver
on Routs &6A to Portland snd Routs 17, then
north on Houte 17 toward the atarting point.
Milesagea ara as sccurabte as posalbls but 1o some
onges only approximate.

Thia pamphlet 13 nelther an exhaustive liat of
locations nor of minerals. Ita intent la to ip-
ersasa the collector'a appreciation of thila
arsa by offering a varlety of locetlons with
Inatructiona fer finding them and 1lats of scms
minerals which may be found thers, Noone will
find sll of the listed minersls but sveryons
should find some and atill otheras will rind
minerals net on these llata.

Bring someone with you, ask parmiszsicn whenever
poasible, reaapect the owners! provarty, closing
gates and helng eapeclally careful in parking,
and, above all, avold injuring yoursslf or
othars,

GOOD HUNTING

distributed by
the Pleld Trip Comittes
BOSTON MINERAL CLUB

Aprdl 1965
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SFINELLIL SAMARSHKITE FROSFECT
Flastonbury

Entering the area from the north on Route 156

"[the Wilbur Croas Highway) take the combined

Routea 2 and 17 just belore the Charter Oak
Bridpge 1n Hartford, Follow this route aouth
to the polint where old Routs 2 branches in a
acutheaaterly direction. About 3 miles aouth-
anat on the vright side of Route 2 &t the
#dge of a power line ia the Spinelll Samar-
skites PFroapact, The dumps of this small proa-
pact are at present within alght of tha hlgh-
way, Fark on the opposite alde of the road.
Ho parwlsaion needed B3 far as 1s known.

While the pegmatits contains 1ittle but red
laldgpar and quartg, massive specimens of
samarakits measuring as much as four inches
aoross and smaller goed xla of samaraklits
have besn found here. It has baen the moak
important source of thls mineral in Hew Eng-
land and amall xls and masses may atill be
found, Garnet, muscovlits and tourmaline alao
reportad.

HOWE QUARRY
Glastonbury

About 2.3 miles socuth of South dlastonbury on
Routs 17 i3 & large whlte house on the easat
aids of the highway with the neme “D. Andrawa®
on the mallbox, Permlssien to snter the Howe
Quarey |sometimes called the "0ld Andrews"
Quarry] may be obtained here. & poorly gradad
dirt roed leads sast {rom the houza betwasn
two barns, past an occupled house, right at
the First turnp and ri_ht at every cholece untll
i1t finally curves uphill to the laft. A con-
ecreta structurs can be sean at the narrow ant-
trance to the water-filled quarry.

This quarry is intereating chiafly for 1ta
groat slze and as an axample of = once large
feldapar operaticon. It 1z now & long, water-
filled plt with very steep stalned sides.and
pumarcus large dumps scattered throughout the
wooda, Other than the common pegmatlte miner-—
als, mnlybdenlite and ferrlmolybdite have hesn
reported from the Hows Quarry.
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HOLLISTER QUARRY
Glaatonbury

The Hollister Quarry 18 NOT eaplly accesaibla.
Taking the road leadlng between the barnas on
the Andrewa property procesd atralght at the
first turn (the Howe Quarry ia to the right).
The reoad 1a little more than a trail, in
placas overgrown and, at best, passable only
en foot, The quarry la ebout a mile from the
highway and there are other proapect plta
along the way, Ho permission neaded as far ans
1s known but one might mak for ioformation at -
the Andrews houss.

Fina large apeasartites garnet xlas and excellent
microllte xla may reward the collector hardy
enough to find the Holliaster Quarry. Scme other
minarals reported: beryl, elsavelandite, col-
unbite-tantalite, gahnite, graphic granita,
laplidolita, muacovite, quartz and tourmalloe,

HALE-ANDREWS QUARRIES
Portland

Thras milss south of South Qlastonbury (.6 mi.
beyond the Andrews house or ,25 ml, acuth of
the Glastonbury-Fortland town lins) turn left
on Ialnglass Hill Read .2 mlle to mine road op
the right. This leads firat to the Andraws
Quarry with dumpa directly acrossz the roed from
the narrow antrance, theno to a houss and park-
ing area at the end of the rosd. The large Hala
Quarry, a working oparation, 1s downnan inelins
to the right. Ask at the house for permiasion
to snter the Hele Quarry apd for information on
antaring the Andrews Quarry.

The Andrews Quarry ls noted moatly for its rad-
loszilve minerals: autunite, columbite, eyrto-
lite, mopazite,and uraninits. Alsoc reported

are apatite, beryl, garmet, roses quartz and
muacovite.

The Hale Quarry, although not as productive in
apeclmena, 1a interssting ma an example of a
large working faldapar querry, Howaver, thia
location has produced such minerals as farri-
molybdite, hyalite, large pyrolusits dendrites,
pgrrhotlta. spesasartite, uraninlite and urano-
phana .
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CASE QUARRIES
Fortland

Centinulng east on Islnglass Hill Road fer .6
mile bayond the Hale-Apdrews Mine Road, turn
right on Thompaon Hill Read .8 ml, to Cotton
1£11 Romsd. Turp lelft on Cotton HEll Rasd .l
rile to & powar line. Park here. Walk acrosa a
8 swampy arsa and te the top of the hill alomg
the power line, The [irst Cass Quarry 1la on
the weast alde of the power lloe between the
second and third sattel polea, Thers are Ewo
other quarrles. One 13 100 feet NW of the firat,
the other about 100 fest porth of the Cirst,

_Apparantlj no permlissicon 1a needed,

Lock for the blsnuth minerals - blamite, bla-
muthinite and bismutite. The flrst mine dump
ia tha best place to dig for thezss, The sec-
ond dump 1a best for beryl xls ln matrix.
Other minarals reported ars albite, almandite,
apatits (white xls), autunite, blotits, chal-
copyrite, columbite, eyrtolite, gosthlts, mi-
crocline, wuscovite, spesaartite, torbernlts
and touwrmaline,

STRICKLAND=-2CHOONMAKER QUARRIES
Fortland

+%5 mile east from the power line on Cotton H11d
Road, tura right at 0ld Marlborough Road (01d
Hnrlbnruu%h Ad, becomes Hose iill Rd, and then
Collins Hill R4, Regard these 3 as one road.}
Contince about Z.% mllea to the interssction of
Golling H1ill Rd. end Bartlett Street Extension.
On the lelft side of Collina Hill fd. opposite
Bertlett 5%, Ext, 2 mine read leeds steeply up-
hill. The mine roed ia passable to some cara
but most are bhatter parked at tha locot of the
hill slong Celllpns Hill Rd, The property has
been pasted but poecne has beepn barred from an-
terlng as vet. Apparently ne permisslion needad.

{Alternats instructiona from Houte 17. South .6
mils from tha interasection of Routes 17 and 1TA
baar laft .3 mlile to Bartlatt 5t. Ext. then &
mile sast to intersectlon &bt Collins H111 Rd.
Mine Hoad directly oppealte.]

This 15 one of New Zngland's classic mineral
locations, Over 90 species have heen reported
frem the quarrles and the adjasent axtensive
dumps. It {8 an exerllent hunting sround for
migromounts ~f rmony oF tha vaprer mineralc,




STHICALAND-SCHOONMAKER QUARRIL EE&
{eontinuad)

Some of the mors ¢omuon minerala ars 1isted
hers: SouatMMARE R DU
aotinelite " -

albite T

almandite A <

autunite : b
beryl
binoktlite
calclta
chaleopyrite
columbita
cookalte
fluorite
hernblande
hyallte
lapldolite
limenlta N
manganapatite e

microcline STRICKLAND
LEKLAME PIT
muacovite e

water Filled DumrE
orthoclaag oo+ A Deep
pinite

pyrite On the newsat Strickland dump
guarte look for mengsnapatits, masalrve
spodumans garnet, beryl, lepldolite, apod=
tourmaline unens and cookelte. Dig in the

old dumps for baryl, columblte
and garnsta. Colored tourmaline can be found on
the Strickland dumps end the big Schoommaker
dump ylelds all of the common minerala.

HALE-WALKER FROUSFTECT
Portland

Prom the intersection of Colline Hill Rd. and
Bartlett 5t, Ext. (the entrance to tha Btrick-
land Querrry) continue aouth on Collips H1Ll
Road, bearing left at the fork, about .75 ml.
A wery rough dirt road leads te the left just
bayond & power line, Continus on thls to the
gacond laft turn, cross the power line and on
the other aide 1o the Wwooda are shallow dumps

with the quarry Just beyond. No permlsalon
needad,

The Hale-Walker Prospesct has micea blus-green
baryl {scme gematock), blaek atained garnets
up to one half inch and magnetite xla with
atepped faces. Alsoc albite, columblite, mala-
chite, mierceline, mlcrolite, monazite, moon-

atone, muscovite, gquartz, samarskite and black
tourmaline,
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OLD COBALT MI4ES
Cabalt

South on Route 17 to Interaection with Aouts HA
Zagt [left) on Route 64 for about 5 miles to
the traffic sigpnal im Cobalt. Turn left and
_eontinue north for one mile to Groat H111 Aoad.
Turn rizht .5 mile to & algn "Forest Rangsr
Headquartsrs" on the left and a pleonic area and
brook Just beyend the algn on the rlcght.

On the west bank of the brook 1s a fenced-in
pit, Look in tunnals in the ravine beslde the
brook and aleng the banks, Among the unuaual
minerals renorted from this locetion are anna-
bargite, brelthauptits, chloanthite, cobaltite,
erythrite, geradorffite, loellingite, niccolite
seorodits, smeltite and smlithsonite. A pleasant
prospact to exrlore.

SELDEN QUARRY
- Kiddle Haddam

2.45 miles south of the traffic sigpal in Co-
balt off Route 151 and directly opposite the
entrance to Hurd Park la Hog H1ll Road leading
to the left. Follow thls rosd .35 mi. uphill
to a mine road to the right just beyond a asmall
white house. This road, passable to most vehi-
clas, leada te the Sslden proapects and mine
dumpa at the foot of the hill, Apparently no
permisalon needed to entar.

Bortrandite, beryl {well tarminated pale yellow
xls and small pala green and white xls), blo-
tite, columbite-tantalite, graphlc granite and
muscovite, quartz, spsssartite and tourmmaline
raported,

ENEGEEN KINE
Haddam Mecl

About 1 mile mcuth of the entrance toc Hurd Park
off Route 151, a paved road leading to Haddam
Heel branches to the right {(south). .25 mile
south of this intersectlon is the Haddem Heck
Covenant Church on the right. Ask at the small
whilte house just beyond the church for permla-
gion to vislb the mine. On the far aide of &
fanced pasturs in the wooda in back of the
house arse thras water filled plta and the dumps
of the Enegzren Mine,

When working, this was a mica mine, Albita,
gurimet, muscovi.e, pyrite, yuartz and gowd xls
of hlack tourmalina in quartz have bean [ound

nara,
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GILLETTE QUARRY
Haddem Neck

From the intersectlon of Houtes 6A and 151 at
the traffie azignal in Cobalt take Routs 151
aouth for about 3.5 miles (1 mi., bayond en-
trance to Hurd Park) turn rlsht onto paved road
toward Haddem Hesk, [Thiz 1= the road to the
Enapgran Hine,} Contlnue 1.7 milea to Injun Hol-
low Road on the left. Fellow Injun Hollow Road
1l mlle to a houss on the right. The guarry la
in back of the house and the dumps extend wall
along the rlver bank,

Thia lecatien la often elesed to collectors,
Aglk for permisslon ab the second house from the
corner of Injun Hollew Road., If permissteon in
grantad, a fes may be charged.

The Gllletta Quarry, a very wall known and pro-
ductlve losation, has in turn been cpersted for
feldepar, gem tourmaline and mica and faldapar
together, Among the esapecially fine speclmaena
found here are red fluorlts, mlerolits, blcol-
ared and gemmy tourmalinea and morganite beryl,
Cther minerals fneclude alblte, almandlite, pink
and graen beryl, bletlte, cesafiterite, colum-
bite, cocokeite, Cluorapatite, graphlte, gypaum,
lepidolite, limonite, magnetites, microclina,
pink muscovite, orthoclase, pyrite, pyroluslte,
quartz, schesllts, aillimanite, apodumesne and
uraninite.

SLOCUM QUARRY
East Hampton

Follow Route 151 soubth from Cebalt %o its 1nter-
paction with Route 196, turn left on Route 196
«2 mile to R partislly paved road oo the right
lending through Camp Ramah, Continus 1.1 milea
toe houze on the right fust befc. » the second
bridge. The quarry road leads through a gate
to the left of the house abeout .25 mile to the
quarry on top of the hill. This road may bhe
passable teo vehicles in dry weather, An entry
fas la eharged. Ask parmiasion and pay fes at
the houss,

This quarry ia famous for its gem quality gold
en toryl xls aod la represented in many museum
collectiona ., Other minerals reportead ars:
albite, autunite, green and blus beryl, ber-
trandite, blotite, columblte, cyrtolite, pink
flpswepatite, fluorite, grezoo®=e, l:ir.cline,
microlite, muscovite, pyrochlora, quartz,
acaprolite, schesalite, apagsartite, and good
doubly terminated black tourmalines xls,
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JAIL HILL LOCALITY
Haddem

Follow Houbte 151 south to Route 49, turn right
on Houte U9 and continue into East Haddam.
Cross the Connacticut River at East Haddam,
turn right at the trafflc azignal st Aoute 9 and
continue about 5 miles north to Heddam. The
Jall, an ummlstakable dark gray stone bullding,
is on the left, Just south of the Jall, turn
left on Jall Hi11ll Road and continue ko the top
of the hill, Just before reaching a brown house
on the left 13 a narrow grassy area., A stand of
‘plpe trees can be seen on the rlght. On the Far
glde of the grasay ares a small prospsct ia
viasible from the rosd, No permlssion neaded.

“This small cut ia known for ity manganese min-
erals ineluding rhodonite, mangenlte and pyro-

*lusite, Aegcently large tranalucent massea of
aspessartite garnat suitable for cuttlnz have
bean dlscovered, Quartz and manganapstite are
essoclated with the garnet. Almost all of the
matarial is masalve.

TOLLOATE  MInE
Mlddletown

Abeut 6,7 miles north of the Haddam Jaill omn old
Route § maks o veny sharp right turn onto pavad
road, Conmbinue aboub 450 fest and laft onto a
mine rosd leading to the Tollzete Mina,

Like moat of the other locations in this ares
ths Tollgate Mine was ones worked for mica and
faldespar., Soma minerals found heare are apatite,
autunlte, bertrandite, beryl, blotite, cleave-
landita, columblte-tantallita, garnat, muscovitae
torbernite and tourmaline,
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WHITE RODKS QUARRY
Hiddletown

1,1 miles beyond the paved road which turna ofrl
old Route ¢ toward the Tollgate Quarry {7.8 mi.
noprth of the Haddem Jeil} is a rotary in Mld-
dletown. Take East Maln Street to the right at
the rotary. Continae .3 mile, turn right onte
Silver Street which leads past the Comnectliout
State Hoapltal, 2.4 mlles from E, Maln Street
narkers polnt to s gravel reoad on the right
which lsada uphill through a traller camp to
‘the quarry. A parking fee may bs charged but no
Turther permlaalon is needed as far as 1la known

Minarals raported from thls lecation: actlno-
1ite, autunlte, beryl, biotits, chalecopyrite,
columblte, cookelte, gressular, lepldeolite, mi-
eroeline, microllte, monazlte, muscovite, orth-
celese, quartz, samarskita, scheelite, teopaz,
colored tourmalime and uraninite.

WALDEN GEM MINE
Fortland

About 3 milea porth from the junctlen of Routes
17 and &A on Reoute 17 {(or & milss south on Rta,
17 from South Glastonbury) Cotton H111 Hoad
turns to the smat. At thia polnt there are
algns concerning the Walden Gem Mine. The Firat
Tarm house on the right on Cotton Hill Road is
the Walden farm house, Tay sntrawcs fese hers
and ask for instructionsa,

Thla location, opened in 1962, 1s ths newesat of
the lithium pegmatites to be operated in Conn-
ecticut. There la freguent blasting, The moat
cholce mineral at this lecatien is pollucite,
Among others are apatite, alblte, almandlte,
amblyponite, autunits, beryl, biotite, colum-
bite, cyrtolitas, lepldolite, microllte, YT o=
chlore, montebrasite, hyalite, quartz, spodu-
mens, ¢olored tourmaline {especlally rubellite}
uraninlte and uranophane.
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